[Prognostic value of tumor location of urothelial tumors of the bladder, after total cystectomy].
Comparison of the various treatment protocols for bladder cancer requires identification of survival prognostic factors. Some clinical parameters, such as tumour sub-site, have still not been studied. The authors therefore analysed the prognostic value of this factor, in combination with known prognostic factors, after radical cystectomy for urothelial bladder tumour. 120 patients were treated for pure urothelial bladder tumour with pelvic lymphadenectomy, between January 1980 and January 1999, in a single centre. The prognostic value of the various sub-sites was studied by univariate and multivariate survival analysis. The 5-year survival decreased from 62% to 19% in the case of a lesion involving the bladder dome (p = 0.0001). Multivariate analysis demonstrated the following independent prognostic factors: local invasion pT < or = 3 (p = 0.003), lymph node involvement (p = 0.05) and involvement of the dome (p = 0.002). Other tumour sub-sites had an effect on survival on univariate analysis that was not confirmed on multivariate analysis. Although stages pT and pN are prognostic factors recognized by all studies, invasion of the bladder dome appears to have a major independent influence on survival. This result must be confirmed by other studies, in view of its potential influence for determination of homogeneous patient groups in controlled trials.